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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 
1.1. In February 2015, a revised Statement of Community Involvement in 

Planning (SCI) was approved by the Cabinet Member for a period of public 
consultation for 6 weeks from 27 February to 10 April 2015. 

 
1.2. The revised SCI updates and refreshes the existing SCI from October 

2013, including  taking into account changes to local consultation 
practices. 
 

1.3. The purpose of this report is to give PAC the opportunity to discuss and 
comment on the revised SCI before it is finalised and adopted. 

 
2. RECOMMENDATIONS 

2.1. CSERS PAC members are invited to review and comment upon the SCI. 
 

3. INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND  

3.1. The Council’s existing SCI dates from October 2013, since when a number 
of changes to local consultation practices have made it necessary to 
review and refresh the document. 

3.2. The revised SCI has been prepared under the terms of the Planning and 
Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 and has taken into the Localism Act 2011, 
the requirements of the Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) 
(England) Regulations 2012, the Town and Country Planning 



(Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2010 and the 
National Planning Policy Framework 2012. 

4. PROPOSAL AND ISSUES  

4.1. Every local planning authority must prepare a Statement of Community 
Involvement (SCI), which is seen by the government as a means of 
improving the quality of the planning process through greater community 
involvement. 

 
4.2. The SCI explains how and when the community can be involved in the 

preparation of the council’s planning policy documents, such as Local Plan 
documents and supplementary planning documents. It also outlines 
opportunities that exist for involvement in the consideration of planning 
applications, including pre-application proposals and appeals (see 
Appendix 1 for revised SCI). 

 
4.3. The SCI will ensure that the appropriate type and scale of engagement 

with the community is undertaken for planning policy documents and 
specific development proposals at pre-application, application and appeal 
stages. The document promotes the council’s commitment to give more 
power to local communities. 

 
5. CONSULTATION 

5.1. The Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 
2012 no longer require consultation to be undertaken as part of the 
preparation of the SCI. However, many local authorities continue to 
consult on their SCIs and it is considered good practice. 
 

5.2. Widespread public consultation on the revised SCI ran for 6 weeks from 
27 February until 10 April 2015, including letters and emails sent to 
consultees on the council’s consultation database, an article on Your H&F 
News and details about how to comment provided on the Council’s 
website. 

 
5.3. Following the consideration of any representations received (a report on 

representations will be provided at the meeting), the revised SCI will be 
adopted by the council later this year.  
 

6. EQUALITY IMPLICATIONS 

6.1. The SCI actively takes into account the different needs of people and 
groups with protected characteristics, as well as the aims of the public 
sector equality duty (PSED). More generally, the SCI aims to capture 
diverse needs when the council is consulting, including as much as 
possible at the start of consultations and development of policies. 
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